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Ceremony urged
for historictree

m Nantiya Tangwisutijit
THE NATION

STUDENTS AND . teachers at
Thammasat University yesterday
urged the university counciltohold
aBuddhistsupport ceremonyforits
century-old bodhi tree, a large
branch of which broke off during
this week’s heavy rains.

In an open letter to the council
chairman and executives, former
rector Charnvit Kasetsiri said the
support ceremony was crucial to
preserving the tree, which has
become a symbol of the university
and the country’s struggle for
democracy against military dicta-
torship in the 1970s.

The branch broke during com-
memoration ceremonies of major
political uprisings on October 14,
1973 and October 6, 1976, both of
which began at Thammasat’s Lan
Bodhi, the university square where
the tree stands.

Charnvit said a support cere-

mony was considered a life-sus-
taining act that is widely practised
in Buddhistsociety. During thecer-
emony people make merit bybring-
ing wooden poles to support the
tree. It is believed that one will live
alongerlifeifone participatesinthe
ceremony.

“The ceremonyis alsoasymbol--
ic support of Buddhism because it
was under the bodhi tree that Lord
Buddha reached the state of
enlightenment,” said Charnvit. “In
other words, the ceremony sym-
bolises a battle against ignorance.”

Many people consider the fall of
abodhi’s branch abad omen. They
normally avoid cutting branches
from the species.

A bodhi tree could live for hun-
dreds of years, said Akarapong
Kamkoon, a history student. It is
believed that saplings of the tree
under which the Lord Buddha
reached enlightenment more than
2,500 years ago were brought from
India to Sri Lanka, where the tree

178 Wiz@SUMNING - omswmn il arsound
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THE BODHI tree in the grounds of
Thammasat University.

supporting ceremony was created.

Many temples in the north and
northeastern provinces of Thailand
holdsuch ceremoniestoblesstothe
community.

Charnvit also urged the new
Ministry of Culture to participatein
the ceremony, particularly as
Culture  Minister ~ Uraiwan
Thienthong is an alumnus of
Thammasat.
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