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1uunAIUI599 “Thai Wartime Leadership Reconsidered : Phibun

. veadl J 1Y 1 ]
and Pridi”* vesnauine gassanin-udes wend1nliv

In general, it is quite heartening to discover that both Phibun
and Pridi were but ordinary mortals, that Phibun was not a political
ogre or devil, nor Pridi super omnipotent or a dewa as the
historiographic controversy would have us believe. It is evident that
too much merit has been bestowed upon the Elder Statesman, and,
conversely, too much demerit assigned to the Field Marshal. Both
men certainly had their fair share of virtues and defects. More
significantly, in their effort to develop and modernize the country,
both revealed themiselves to be great men with socio-political
convictions which on the whole benefited their country. With regard
to the physical and material development of Thailand, Field Marshal
Phibunsongkhram’s claim far outstrips that of Pridi, but Pridi holds
an edge when it comes to promoting the mental development of
Thai people, especially the educated younger generations who have
come to see him as the champion of democracy, liberalism and social
justice. When all is said and done, there can be no doubt that
Thailand was fortunate to be able to call on the service of such two
dedicated and honourable men of vision to serve the country in its

time of need.

* Journal of Southeast Asian Studies, 27 : 1 (March 1996) : 166-178.
(12)
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