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» Abstract;
The Evolution of Japanese Capitalism

{Nihon Shihonshugi no Ayumi)

In the last two decades, the Japanese economic miracle has increas-
ingly attravcted widespread attention throughout the world. However, looking
back over the past hundred years or more, it is found that the successful
modernization of Japan has not just started recently or after the Second World
War, but has a long history going back to the Meiji era.

This book tries to narrate vividly the course of Japanese capitalism.
However, in order to provide a clearer view of the Meiji Reformation, the
starting point of modern Japan, the structure as well as the breakdown of
the Tokugawa regime-—the feudalistic society—are treated in considerable detail.
Then the epoch—making reformation carried out by the Meiji government is
carefully examined, laying special emphasis on the economic aspects. In transfor-
mation from an agricultural society to a modern industrial nation, the Japanese
economy had undergone two rounds of industrial revolution, in the light and
heavy industries respectively. However, the industrialization process as well
as the economic expansion of Japan from the Meiji era up to the Second World
War were inextricably interwoven with Japanese military expansion. Therefore,
the major wars during this period (Sino—Japanese War, Russo—Japanese War, the
First World War and Japan’s aggression in China) and their consequences for
Japanese economic development as well as Japan’s international status are closely
investigated.

After the Second World War Japan, under the American occupation,
bhad unavoidably undergone the most drastic social and economic changes since
the Meiji Reformation. Exerting all possible efforts and incidentally with the
boost of ‘‘special procurement’’ from the Korean War, the Japanese economy
had successfully made a quick recovery to the prewar level in the mid—1950s.
Thereafter, although with some short—-lived recessions and a once—serious pollution

problem, Japan has steadily entered into the orbit of high economic growth



(12)

up until the mid—1970s. Since the Oil Crisis, along with the dragging slump of
the world economy, Japan has slipped into a period of low or medium eco-
nomic growth. Moreover, with the second-largest GNP in the capitalist nations,
as well as a chronic surplus in its balance of international payments Japan
has been increasingly pressured by both advanced and developing countries to
rectify the imbalance of trade and to share more of the defense load, as well
as to extend more aid to the developing countries. In short, Japan, like it or
not, " has been intensively requested to play a leading and active role in the

international society.
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1871 31,620,000 1n)
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NT : Yamamoto (7) p.265.
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1872 | 102 127 43 | 46 | 51 | 369
1873 | 127 204 72 | 35 | 69 | 507
1874 | 151 213 68 | 27 | 65 | 524
1875 | 144 205 69 | 36 | 73 | 527
1876 | 129 170 60 | 26 | 84 | 469
1877 | 109 146 55 | 13 | 58 | 381
1878 | 101 118 51 7 | 44 | 321
1879 | 84 111 35 9 | 22 | 261
1880 76 103 40 6 | 12 | 237
1881 52 62 29 8 | 15 | 166
1882 53 51 43 6 4 | 157
1883 44 29 46 8 5 | 132
1884 52 40 44 8 7 | 151
1885 61 38 49 - 7 | 155
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(1894 = 100)

(- i %ﬁt?a quﬁu wan | nudu | 217

|

| 1897 | 321 | 121 144 | 118 97
1904 | 601 | 251 196 | 143 124
1908 | 1881 | 347 | 233 | 194 | 131
1912 | 1241 | 460 | 356 | 262 138

-
YT : Kasahara (4) p.381.

% e A ~ ﬁ' o @
MINM 6.1 AYUVOINNIIHAANTINTY

(MU ;. 10981 %)

J%J%ﬂdhnqu . ALNGNY J%J%ﬂéﬁu
i TEFTEN % NERE % |
1906 617,614 70 311,646 30
1907 673,132 63 445,345 37
1908 1,163,892 70 806,900 30
1909 1,302,257 57 1,620,858 43
1910 804,152 35 12,243,556 65
1911] 909,197 28 |3,465,584 72
fan sheda (10)
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(W28 T AU
A5 9L CURE u anju

: (153 msan) (Usuaman) | (J5wadeaan) | (Usuindaaan)
1871 ~ 75 658 3,171 3,941 691
1876 - 80 510 1,922 4,175 1,033
18817 - 85 631 2,766 3,342 1,360
1886 - 90 692 3,427 4,035 2,056
1891 - 95 747 3,686 5,403 3,006
1896 - 00 650 4,865 6,529 3,459
1901 - 05 591 5,262 6,355 4,865
1906 - 10 583 5,654 7,191 7,448
1911 - 15 358 4,561 7,649 10,771

17;31’1 Shoda (10)
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(muae o nlaluasg)

7 T3U7A Landu 59
1902 1,974 | 4,844 | 6,818
1905 2,413 | 5,284 | 7,697
1907 7,166 717 | 7,883
1909 7,440 916 | 8,356
1911 8,116 905 | 9,021

ﬁm : Kasahara (4) p.382.
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